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By the end of this session you will: 

know the importance of using data 

identify and interpret data on various 
websites 

generate ways to use data for health 
and substance abuse initiatives  



Poll Question 

• To assess your knowledge of the topic BEFORE 
the presentation.   

 

 

Question 

• I have knowledge of how to locate data for 
health and substance abuse initiatives? 

 

•  I have knowledge of how to use data for 
health and substance abuse initiatives? 



“Things get done only if the data we gather 
can inform and inspire those in a position 

to make a difference.”  

– Mike Schmoker 



What are Data? 

Quantitative Qualitative  



Importance of Using Data 

 help you better understand 
your community’s needs, 

resources, and gaps 

promote transparent 
community processes 

 help us understand where we 
are at now, what we need to 
do to improve, and where we 

can go in the future 

 be empowering, given the 
right tools 

Data can 



be used to help local 
communities and leaders 
think systematically about 

issues 

be used to sell programs to 
the public to solicit funds for 

services 

 be used to create public 
awareness of issues (e.g., 

substance abuse) 

Data can 

help make a decision (e.g., 
policy or program change) 
 

Importance of Using Data 



Understanding Data Pitfalls & Issues 

Not all data are available for 
every community or at 
precise, smaller levels  

There also are time delays in 
data collection and availability 



Data Web Sites 
Arizona Criminal Justice Commission (ACJC), Community Data Project 

Arizona Youth Survey, Substance Use, Crime in Arizona, Criminal Justice Indicators 
http://www.azcjc.gov/cdp_site/default.aspx  

Arizona Department of Health Services (AZDHS) 
Substance Abuse and Health Indicators and Community Health Profiles 
http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/phstats/index.htm  

Arizona Department of Education (AZDE) 
Youth Behavior Risk Survey 
http://www.azed.gov/prevention-programs/resources/data/yrbs/  

Morrison Institute for Public Policy, ASU 
General Community Indicators (e.g., economic, human services, etc.) 
http://www.arizonaindicators.org/  

Center for Violence Prevention and Community Safety, ASU 
 Arizona National Violent Death Reporting System 

https://cvpcs.asu.edu/news/featured/national-violent-death-reporting-system 
Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith & Family (GOYFF) 

Prevention and provider resources 
http://goyff.az.gov/  
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ACJC-CDP Website as a Data Source 

http://www.azcjc.gov/acjc.web/default.aspx 
http://www.azcjc.gov/cdp_site/Default.aspx 



You can locate the Community Data Project from 
the  Arizona Criminal Justice Commission Select this icon to 

connect to the page 

 



 



 

Visit this page to learn  how to use 
information from the CDP 



 



 

Search buttons 



 



 



 



 



 





 



Once you select the drug, 
answer each of these 
questions in the series. 



These icons allow you to 
save, print, or export the 
charts and maps 



Save Map 

Average Age of Marijuana Initiation, 2014 



Select 
here to 
generate 
charts.  



Myths and Facts About Data 

Most youth perceive that 
regular use of marijuana 

is harmful. 
 

Fact 

Of youth surveyed, those reporting 
perceiving MODERATE or GREAT 

RISK from smoking marijuana 
regularly has decreased to 53% in 

2014 from 79% in 2004. 

 

Thus, less than half of youth (47%) 
see NO or SLIGHT RISK in using 

marijuana regularly  (116% 
increase)(ACJC). 

 



Myths and Facts About Data 

Drug adult arrests 
are on the rise. 

Fact 

The rate of adult arrests for drug 
sale or manufacturing has 

decreased by over 41% in Arizona 
between 2000 and 2013.  

Although it has ebbed up and down, 
the rate of drug possession arrests 

has fallen by over 14% (ACJC).  



AZDHS Website as a Data Source 

• http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/phstats/index.htm  
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Community Profiles Dashboard 
http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/phstats/profiles/index.php  

 

Mortality    
death 
incidence 

Morbidity  
health care 
provider visits 

http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/phstats/profiles/index.php


 
 



 
 



 



Arizona Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance Survey - BRFSS 

CDC Funded Program 

http://www.cdc.gov/brfss/ 

brfssprevalence/ for 
information on behavioral 
risk factor prevalence and 
trends 

 

https://chronicdata.cdc.gov/ 
for information on chronic 
disease and health 
promotion 
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AZED Website as a Data Source 
Youth Behavior Risk Survey 

http://www.azed.gov/prevention-programs/resources/data/yrbs/ 
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Morrison Institute as a Data Source 
http://www.arizonaindicators.org/ 

http://www.arizonaindicators.org/




Center for Violence Prevention and 
Community Safety at ASU   

http://cvpcs.asu.edu/projects/featured/arizona-violent-death-reporting-system  
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GOYFF as a Data Source 
http://goyff.az.gov/ 
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Collect baseline information 

Determine and Measure your 
SMART objectives 

Compare your results to others 

Access, visualize, and download 
your data 

Ways to Use Data 



Use Data: Data Analysis in Brief 

Numbers, Stats, Figures Drilling Down Data 

• Means versus 
Medians 

 

• Rates 

 

• Percent difference 
versus percent change 

• Changes of over time 
(i.e., trends) 

• Differences among 
and between groups 

• Relationships 
between variables 
(e.g., correlations) 



Data Synthesis 

 Answer: who, what, where, why and how 

 Integrate several pieces of data to tell the 
story or results 

 Process data: what happened, 
implementation steps, fidelity, who involved 

 Outcome data: changes in participants 
knowledge, attitudes, behaviors and skills  

 



Data for Program Evaluation 

Efficiency is usually measured internally (e.g., 
process evaluation, looking at budgets), but can be 
tied to community outcomes 

Data can serve as proxies for understanding 
program effectiveness (e.g., outcome evaluation) 

By looking at trends over time, data may serve as 
proxies for program impact 

Data can help with future planning and can be 
used to secure funding (e.g., grants) 



Grant writing/ Report writing 
• Data bring credibility to a grant proposal because they 

illustrate the needs of a particular group and 
demonstrate that your agency understands how to 
track your progress over time if funded. 

• Specifically, data can be used to answer critical needs 
statement questions such as:  
o Who is in need?  
o Where are they?  
o When is the need evident?  
o What is the need?  
o Why does this need occur?  
o What are the consequences of meeting  
 the need?  

 



Poll Question 

• To assess your knowledge of the topic AFTER 
the presentation.   

 

 

Question 

• I have more knowledge of how to locate 
data for health and substance abuse 
initiatives? 

 

•  I have more knowledge of how to use data 
for health and substance abuse initiatives? 



Next Steps 

When you leave today, what will 
you do with this information? 

How will you share it with others 
in your organization or coalition?  

When will you share it? 
(Timeline) 



THANK YOU 
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